Landmines Events – Washington DC, July 8,9,10 & 11


Physicians for Human Rights and the US Campaign to Ban Landmines

SATURDAY - JULY 8th
Travel day – over 100 activists will arrive from all over the country.  Those receiving stipends from PHR/USCBL will be staying at the Washington Court Hotel.  There are some extra rooms for those activists who will be paying their own way.  However, if those rooms get reserved early, it may be necessary to seek lodging at another hotel.  If you are paying your own way and wish to reserve a room at the Washington Court Hotel please indicate your preference on the application.  The Washington Court Hotel, where many of the events will be taking place is located at 525 New Jersey Ave. NW, on the “senate side” of Capitol Hill.  If you would like assistance locating another hotel near by please call Gina Coplon-Newfield at the number below.

Registration and Dinner

There will be an informal registration table set up between 4:00 and 6:00 PM at the Washington Court Hotel.  Activists will be on their own for dinner.  However, the staff will assist with recommendations and reservations for large parties.  

SUNDAY - JULY 9th
Training – 9:00 am to 3:00 p.m. 

Location to be determined. At this training you will have the opportunity to hear from some of the leading experts in the movement fighting to ban the use of landmines.  

There will be issue discussions on “why the military doesn’t need landmines,”  “Mine Action; survivor assistance and demining” and “the medical toll that landmines take.”

Finally, there will be two grassroots trainings: one designed to prepare you for your lobby visits to members of Congress and the other on how you can make a difference in your state.

Prayer Service – 4:00 p.m. to 5:30 

Location to be determined.  This service will be to remember the victims, support the survivors, and pray for an end to the devastation wrought by landmines.  We will extend invitations to the faith community at-large including representatives from the Protestant, Catholic, Buddhist, Muslim, Jewish and Evangelical communities.
MONDAY JULY 10TH
Legislative Breakfast – 8:30 am to 10:00 am

At the Washington Court Hotel.  Activists will hear from Members of Congress and key legislative staffers who  support our efforts to ban landmines.  This is also the final opportunity to hone your message before your meet with your members of Congress.

Lobby Day – 10:00 am to 5:00 p.m.

Activists from all over the country will converge on Capitol Hill to lobby members of Congress.  Depending on the size of the state congressional delegation some activists will lobby on Tuesday as well  (Those with small congressional delegations may complete their work on Monday and leave at the end of the day).  This is an important opportunity to educate Members of Congress and their staff about the devastating realities of landmines all over the world and the importance of the US signing the Mine Ban Treaty now.

The activists who receive stipends will be asked to schedule all Members of Congress lobby meetings, with much assistance from the staff at PHR.  Those activists who are paying their own way may also participate in these meetings.  More details to follow.

Press Briefings – 10:00 am to 5:00 p.m.
Because most major state newspapers have Washington bureau offices, we will be attempting to schedule meetings with these state reporters. For example, the MA activists may meet with the Boston Globe’s D.C. reporter. This is a great way to get a story in the state papers about “local activists coming to DC to ask Congress to sign the treaty now.”  

The activists who receive stipends will be asked to schedule all the meetings with reporters, with much assistance from the staff at PHR.  Those activists who are paying their own way may also participate in these meetings.  More details to follow.

National Press Conference – 11:00 am to 12:30 p.m. (tentative)
Students Against Landmines Training – 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The PHR/USCBL will kickoff its newest program:  the Students Against Landmines – USA.  The Canadian Youth Ambassadors will assist us in this special training.  Students from all over the country will learn about landmines and their devastating consequences.  They will be taught basic organizing techniques for educating and getting other students involved.  Most importantly, they will develop an action plan for what to do when they go home. 

Reception – 6:00p.m. 

A wine and cheese reception will be held in appreciation for all the hard work done over the last two days.  You will have the opportunity to meet with other activists, members of the USCBL who reside in Washington, DC and other invited guests.  We will also take this opportunity to present the award to the winner of the USCBL poster contest.  

TUESDAY, JULY 11th
Lobby Day continues – 10:00 am to 5:00 p.m.

Press Briefings continue – 10:00 am to 5:00 p.m.

Activists depart – during the day
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Registration Form

Name:______________________________________________________

Phone:______________________________ Fax:_________________________

E-mail:___________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Organization(s) you are affiliated with:____________________________________________

Why do you want to come to this event?___________________________________________

1)  Would you like to participate in the meetings with Members of Congress?________________

If so, please fill out the attached form.

2) PHR will be able to pay for the travel and hotel costs of a few participants from each state.  We will only be able to provide stipends to those who will be meeting with members of Congress.  Would you like to be considered for a stipend?__________ If so, please fill out the attached application form.

3) If you will be paying your own way, would you like us to reserve you a room at the Washington Court Hotel at the rate of $109.00 per night?  (limited avalibility)___________________

If so, please call Cindy Shwartz at 301-592-8247 to by May 30, 2000.  If PHR/USCBL lets you know that we will be providing you with a stipend, we will make your hotel reservations for you.

Please fax or send this registration (and the attached form if applicable) to Gina 

Coplon-Newfield at Physicians for Human Rights by May 15, 2000.

Fax: 

(617) 695-0307 


Phone: 
(617) 695-0041x228

Snail-mail: 
Physicians for Human Rights

E-mail:

Banmines@phrusa.org



100 Boylston Street, suite 702



Boston, MA 02116



Attn:  Gina Coplon-Newfield

Lobbying and Stipend Application

PHR/USCBL will be able to pay for the airfare and hotel costs of a limited number of participants in targeted states.  This option is only available to participants who will be meeting with members of Congress.  

All applications will be reviewed and all applicants will be notified by May 20, 2000.  Stipends will be awarded to those who fit a certain set of criteria based on legislative targeting, the size of the state you are from, your organizational affiliation, and  your personal experience.

Whether or not you receive a stipend, meals, local transportation, and incidentals at the hotel will be the responsibility of all participants.

Name and State_________________________________________________________________

Have you met with members of Congress or other policy-makers before?  Please describe below.

______________________________________________________________________________

What credentials and experience would you bring to a meeting with a member of Congress on the issue of landmines?  Please use the space below.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Would you like to be considered for a stipend?________________________________________

